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RADIO FREQUENCY RECEIVER CAPABLE
OF DETERMINING A NOISE ESTIMATE IN
CASE OF RECEIVED POWER
UNBALANCED ANTENNAS AND METHOD
OF OPERATING THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The present application claims priority to Romanian Pat-
ent Application No. RO A 2015 00186, entitled “RADIO
FREQUENCY RECEIVER CAPABLE OF DETERMIN-
ING A NOISE ESTIMATE IN CASE OF RECEIVED
POWER UNBALANCED ANTENNAS AND METHOD
OF OPERATING THEREOF,” filed on Mar. 12, 2015, the
entirety of which is herein incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to the field of radio frequency
communications, and more particularly to the technique of
determining noise estimate in multiple-antenna receivers of
wireless radio frequency networks, in particular cellular
radio frequency networks.

BACKGROUND

In RF communications systems multiple user equipment
(UEs) may share the same frequency and time resource such
that mutual interference may occur. In order to ensure a
desired reception quality and performance of mobile com-
munications in RF communication systems knowledge
about noise on the RF channels is desirable to enable an
appropriate adaptation of signal characteristics to current
noise conditions. In particular, noise estimation may return
incorrect estimation values due to additional interference
superposed over the noise and due to the fact that this
interference is in the form of imbalanced signals received at
the antennas of multiple-antenna receives.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a radio frequency receiver
capable of determining a noise estimate in case of unbal-
anced antennas, a method of operating thereof and a non-
transitory, tangible computer readable storage medium bear-
ing computer executable instructions for operating/
performing the apparatus and the method as described in the
accompanying claims. Specific embodiments of the inven-
tion are set forth in the dependent claims. These and other
aspects of the invention will be apparent from and elucidated
with reference to the embodiments described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated
herein and form a part of the specification, illustrate the
present invention and, together with the description, further
serve to explain the principles of the invention and to enable
a person skilled in the pertinent art to make and use the
invention.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a block diagram of an
exemplary receiver according to an embodiment of the
present application;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a block diagram showing
a typical application scenario of an exemplary receiver
according to an embodiment of the present application;
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FIG. 3 schematically illustrates an exemplary flow dia-
gram for determining a noise estimate in case of two
received power unbalanced antennas according to an
embodiment of the present application;

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates another exemplary flow
diagram for determining a noise estimate in case of two
received power unbalanced antennas according to an
embodiment of the present application;

FIG. 5 schematically illustrates a block diagram of
another exemplary receiver according to an embodiment of
the present application;

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates an exemplary flow dia-
gram for determining a noise estimate in case of two
received power unbalanced antennas according to another
embodiment of the present application;

FIG. 7 schematically illustrates an exemplary flow dia-
gram for determining a noise estimate in case of n received
power unbalanced antennas according to an embodiment of
the present application;

FIG. 8 schematically illustrates a block diagram of
another exemplary receiver according to an embodiment of
the present application;

FIG. 9 illustrates graph diagrams comparing absolute
errors of noise estimates versus imbalance determined
according to state of the art methodologies and according to
an exemplary methodology in accordance with the flow
diagram of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 10 illustrates graph diagrams comparing absolute
errors of noise estimates versus imbalance determined
according to state of the art methodologies and according to
exemplary methodology in accordance with the flow dia-
gram of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following, embodiments are described with refer-
ence to the drawings wherein like reference numerals are
generally utilized to refer to like elements throughout. In the
following description, for purposes of explanation, numer-
ous specific details are set forth in order to provide a
thorough understanding of one or more aspects of embodi-
ments. However, it may be evident to a person skilled in the
art that one or more aspects of the embodiments may be
practiced with a lesser degree of these specific details. The
following description is therefore not to be taken in a
limiting sense, and the scope of protection is defined by the
appended claims.

The various aspects summarized may be embodied in
various forms. The following description shows by way of
illustration various combinations and configurations in
which the aspects may be practiced. It is understood that the
described aspects and/or embodiments are merely examples
and that other aspects and/or embodiments may be utilized
and structural and functional modifications may be made
without departing from the scope of the present disclosure.
In addition, while a particular feature or aspect of an
embodiment may be disclosed with respect to only one of
several implementations, such feature or aspect may be
combined with one or more other features or aspects of the
other implementations as it may be desired and advanta-
geous for any given or particular application.

In the following, various methods and receiver circuits are
described separately or with reference to each other. It is
understood that comments made in connection with a
described method may also hold true for a corresponding
receiver circuit configured to perform the method and vice
versa. For example, if a specific method step is described, a
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corresponding receiver circuit may include a unit to perform
the described method step, even if such a unit is not
explicitly described or illustrated in the figures.

The methods and receiver circuits described herein may
be used for various wireless communication networks such
as Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA), Time Division
Multiple Access (TDMA), Frequency Division Multiple
Access (FDMA), Orthogonal FDMA (OFDMA) and Single
Carrier FDMA (SC-FDMA) networks. The terms “net-
work”, “system” and “radio communications system” may
be used synonymously. A CDMA network may implement a
radio technology such as Universal Terrestrial Radio Access
(UTRA), cdma2000, etc. UTRA includes Wideband-CDMA
(W-CDMA) and other CDMA variants. Cdma2000 covers
18-2000, IS-95 and IS-856 standards. A TDMA network may
implement a radio technology such as Global System for
Mobile Communications (GSM) and derivatives thereof
such as, e.g., Enhanced Data Rate for GSM Evolution
(EDGE), Enhanced General Packet Radio Service (EGPRS),
etc. An OFDMA network may implement a radio technology
such as Evolved UTRA (E-UTRA), Ultra Mobile Broadband
(UMB), IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX),
IEEE 802.20, Flash-OFDM, etc. UTRA and E-UTRA are
part of Universal Mobile Telecommunication System
(UMTS). In particular, the methods and receiver circuits
described herein may be used in the framework of mobile
communication standards supporting multiple predefined
modulation schemes or modulation alphabets. For example,
the 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE) standard, which is
based on the GSM/EDGE and UMTS/HSPA (High Speed
Packet Access) technologies, supports QPSK, 16-QAM and
64-QAM. Similarly, each of WiMAX and Wireless LAN
supports BPSK, QPSK, 16-QAM and 64-QAM.

In radio communications systems, a transmitter transmit-
ting one or more radio communications signals over one or
more radio communications channels is used. The transmit-
ter may be a base station (BS) or a transmitting device
included in a user’s device, such as a mobile radio trans-
ceiver, a handheld radio device or any similar device. A base
station may also be referred to as “NodeB” or “eNodeB”.
Radio communications signals transmitted by transmitters
may be received by receivers such as a receiving device in
a mobile radio transceiver or mobile station, a handheld
radio device or any similar device. Receiver circuits as
described herein may e.g. be included in such receivers. A
mobile station may also be referred to as “User Equipment”
(UE).

Wireless communication systems are subjected to the
restrictions of limited RF spectrum and finite resources. In
order to achieve more throughputs in wireless communica-
tion systems the networks’ multipath conditions for MIMO,
targeting both rich scattering conditions and high SNR for
each multipath signal, have to be monitored. The monitoring
process requires accurate measurement of these multipath
conditions in order to achieve the best performance for a
given environment while avoiding the time and expense of
guesswork. With strong measurements, however, an opti-
mized MIMO system can result in massive throughput gains
without the expenses associated with adding spectrum or
eNodeBs.

The methods and receiver circuits described herein may
relate to a Multiple Input Multiple Output (MIMO) system
providing the use of multiple antennas at both the transmitter
and receiver. The methods and receiver circuits described
herein may also relate to a system having only one antenna
at the receiver. MIMO is a part of wireless communications
standards such as e.g. IEEE 802.11n (Wi-Fi), 4G, 3GPP
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Long Term Evolution (LTE), WiMAX (specifically WiIMAX
802.16e-2005) and HSPA+ (specifically Release 7 and fol-
lowing Releases). The methods and receiver circuits
described herein may be operated in accordance with one or
more of these standards or other standards.

The term “spatial multiplexing” as used herein corre-
sponds to a transmission technique in MIMO wireless
communication used to transmit independent and separately
encoded data signals, so-called data streams, from different
transmit antennas of a base station. Similarly, a UE may
receive multiple transmitted data streams by means of a
plurality of receive antennas. Such independent data streams
are also referred to as “layers” in the art. The encoding of
data in spatial multiplexing may be based on an open-loop
approach or a closed-loop approach.

When the individual data streams (layers) are assigned to
a single user, this is called Single-User (SU) MI MO.
Otherwise, when the individual data streams (layers) are
assigned to various users, this is called Multi-User (MU)
MIMO. The benefit of using MU-MIMO transmission is the
naturally independent signals cross the receive antennas
mounted over physically distributed UEs. MU-MIMO
schemes allow multiple UEs to share the same resource in
e.g. frequency and time domains, i.e. the same resource
blocks, and multiplex their signals on the spatial domain.
MU-MIMO may be regarded as an extended version of the
Space-Division Multiple Access (SDMA) scheme. In
3G/HSPA MU-MIMO, the UEs may also share the same
resource in e.g. time and channelization code (e.g. Orthogo-
nal Variable Spreading Factor (OVSF)/Spreading Code).

One problem encountered with the deployment of
advanced receivers is obtaining reliable channel quality
indication (CQI) estimation and modulation and coding
scheme (MCS) selection. CQI estimates are used, for
example, for link adaptation and scheduling in the uplink of
LTE.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a block diagram schematically
illustrating a receiver architecture 100 according to an
example of the present invention is shown. The receiver
architecture comprises several antennas and associated indi-
vidual signal processing paths 180, to 180,, for each antenna
105, to 105,. It should be understood that two exemplary
antennas, antennas 105, and 105,, and signal processing
paths, signal processing paths 180, and 180, are illustrated
for the sake of illustration.

Accordingly, each signal processing path 180, to 180,
comprises an antenna 105, to 105, to receive RF signals, in
particular OFDM (Orthogonal Frequency Division Multi-
plexing) signals. The received RF signals are processed in
front end receiver circuits 110, to 110,, each associated with
respective one of the antennas 105, to 105,,. The front end
receiver circuits 110, to 110,, may include, e.g., one or more
functional blocks for low-noise amplification, frequency
down-conversion, analog filtering, and the like. The RF
signals from the respective front end receiver circuit 110, to
110,, are then digitized by a respective one of the analog-
to-digital converters (ADCs) 115, to 115,,. The digitized RF
signals outputted by the ADCs 115, to 115,, may be further
signal processed including e.g. baseband filtering by a
respective digital filter block (not shown) and cyclic prefix
(CP) removing by a CP removal bloc (not shown) and the
like.

The digitized RF signals are processed by a frequency
transform block, such as FFT (Fast-Fourier Transform)
blocks 120, to 120,, of the respective one of the processing
paths or DFT (Discrete-Fourier Transform) blocks (not
shown), at determined FFT timing instances to generate sets
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of data samples in frequency domain. The resulting sets of
frequency domain samples for all subcarriers may be stored
in a buffer and utilized by an estimation block 130 including
inter alia a channel response estimation block 131 and a
covariance matrix estimation block 132 to produce channel
estimates for the sets of frequency domain signals.

The frequency transform processing and channel estima-
tion 131 is performed for all frequency domain samples. The
covariance matrix estimation block 132 additionally calcu-
lates covariance matrix estimates for each set of frequency
domain samples, which are correlated with the other sets of
frequency domain samples.

For the sake of simplicity of illustration, the block dia-
gram does not show a CP removal block. Those skilled in
understand the when no cyclic prefix (CP) is used in the
OFDM symbols, the delay spread should not exceed the
symbol length of the OFDM symbols. The use of cyclic
prefix (CP) removal allows delay spread extending the
symbol length of the OFDM symbols. Some exemplary
values for the FFT parameters may be N=128, 256, 512,
1024 or 2048.

The MIMO signal separation block 140 receives the sets
of frequency domain samples and performs signal separation
and channel compensation on the signals input from the
signal processing paths and outputs the resultant signals to
inverse frequency transform blocks, such as inverse Fast-
Fourier transform (IFFT) blocks 145, to 145, or inverse
Discrete-Fourier transform (IDFT) blocks (not shown), and
demodulator blocks 150, to 150,. The RF signal output from
the signal separation block 140 and the inverse Fast Fourier
transform block 145, to 145, is demodulated by the demodu-
lator blocks 150, to 150, based on the modulation performed
in the transmitter. The MIMO signal separation block 140
may output one or more signals representing one or more
sequences of code words. The receiver 100 may provide an
inverse Fast Fourier transform (IFFT) block 145, to 145, and
a demodulator block 150, to 150, for each sequence of code
words in the signal outputted by the MIMO signal separation
block 140. The processing of the sequences of code words
may further comprise a deinterleaver block (not shown) to
perform processing to deinterleave the bit sequence inter-
leaved in the transmitter and an error correction decoder
block (not shown) to perform error correction decoding
processing to obtain the transmitted information bit
sequence. A P/S converter block 155 performs processing to
arrange parallel processed sequences of code words in
series. The output of the P/S converter block 155 is delivered
to an upper layer as information data. The receiver 100
further includes for instance a decoder block 160, which is
configured to receive from the P/S converter block the
sequences of code words in series and decode the sequences
of code words into separate channels.

Those of skill in the art will readily recognize that blocks
depicted in FIG. 1, such as the ADCs 115, filter blocks (not
shown), CP removal blocks (not shown), FFT blocks 120,
inverse FFT blocks 145, channel response, covariance
matrix, and noise estimation blocks 130, 131, 132, 135,
MIMO signal separation block 140, demodulator blocks
150, the P/S converter block 155 and the decoder block 160
described above as functional blocks may be implemented
as analog or digital hardware circuits, as programmable
logic coupled with appropriate firmware, or as software
modules executing one or more a general-purpose proces-
sors or Digital Signal Processors (DSP). Furthermore, any or
all of the functional blocks may be merged, and/or func-
tionality included in one block may be separated into two or
more functional blocks.
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Now referring to FIG. 2, a schematic block diagram of an
RF environment with an interference source 200 is shown.
RF signal of the interference source 200 is received sepa-
rately by each of the several antennas 105, to 105, of the
receiver 100 according to an example of the present inven-
tion. Each of the RF signals received by the antennas 105,
to 105,, is received through a different path of signal propa-
gation 210, to 210,,. It should be assumed that the RF signals
from the interference source 200 are received in the absence
of any data and/or control RF signal terminating at the
receiver 100.

The determining of the covariance matrix estimation from
the interference source 200 allows for determining a noise
estimation. The covariance matrix estimation based on the
RF signals received from the interference source 200 via the
antennas 105, to 105, allows for determining a noise esti-
mation in case the RF interfering signals received through
different propagation paths 210, to 210,, and processed on
different signal processing paths 180, to 180, are unbalanced
with respect to the receiver power. Unbalanced RF signals
may be observed because of non-correlated RF channels
and/or differing path losses in the signal processing at the
receiver. The receiver 100 shown in FIG. 2 comprises a
noise estimation block 135 coupled to the covariance matrix
estimation block 132 to receive the covariance matrix esti-
mation and arranged to determine a noise estimation thereof.

The measured RF signal r; received from the interference
source 200 via the antenna 105, is described in the following
form:

1 =hyI+N,

where h; represents the response of the channel j, on
which the interference signal I is received, and N
represents the noise on the channel.
For the following discussion, the covariance matrix C is
in the form below:

e Cln
Cnn

Cpl v

o mPPT+N - R

i1 < B PI+N

where

cip=cjx =Elrj-riy =hj-H -I1+Nd&y, and

L, k=j
Sp = s
0, k+j

and wherein the noise N is assumed to be uncorrelated.

Taking into consideration the premise that the channels
are non-correlated, the channel responses h, differ from each
other, i.e. h;=h, for j=k and k, j=1, . .., n, where n represents
the number of antennas of the receiver. Whereas above, the
general case of a receiver with n antennas has been
described, in the following a receiver with two antennas will
be considered first.

In case the receiver 100 has two antennas 105, and 105,,
where n=2, the covariance matrix C is in the following form:

hkgl

|21+ N
B2+ N

C C
o [ 1 cr2 } _
a1 €22 nhil
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where

Cjk :E{rj-r,f}:hj-h,f-1+N6jk and j,k:l,z

The polynomial equation of second order being a function
of the noise estimate N can be formulated on the basis of the
covariance matrix elements c;:

(c1i=N)y(en=M)=c 565,
NP-N(ey+ean)+€11¢20=C12621=0

The equation of second order can be analytically solved
for the noise estimate N:

T+VT2-4A

K=
2
A=cjen—cpen

T=ciy+cn

The relevant solution of the polynomial equation of
second order is the lower value:

o ‘“{Tt\/Tz—4A} T-VT2-4A
= mi =
2 2 ’

Consider that A=c,,¢,,—¢,¢5;>0.

The solution may be further approximated for the cases
where the contribution by the noise N is substantially
stronger or weaker than the interference signal I. The above
solution may be rewritten as following:

L T—-NT2-4A T A
N=—' - |1-1-4=
2 2 T2

If it is assumed that N<<I:

L fucn (b -1+ N)(lh* -1+ N) o1
Ciaca hyhsl-hohid =
=>T>A
m=Ilio 1ol ]2
VeIl Y TtE YT

when taken into account that

Vi+x ::1+; for x < 1.

If it is assumed that N>>1I:

(a1 N T+ N) -1
- hyhyI-hohil

1122
o
C12€21

SAxcen

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

-continued
T? —4A ~ cfl +2c1160 + cfl —deyen
= C%l - 2(,‘11(,‘22 + C%l

2
=(cu1 —c22)

. ‘“{Tt\/Tz—4A}
N = mim ————

~ ciy + ¢ x(c —C
:szin{ 1 +e 2( 11 22)}

= N ~ min{cyy, c22}

Referring now to FIG. 3, a flow diagram is schematically
illustrated exemplifying an operational flow for determining
a noise estimation at a receiver with two antennas, n=2,
receiving unbalanced power.

The radio frequency signal is received from the interfer-
ence source 200 through the two antennas 105, and 105,.
The received radio frequency signal propagates over differ-
ing signal propagation paths 210, and 210, to the respective
antennas 105, and 105, and the received radio frequency is
processed on signal processing paths 180, and 180, in the
receiver arrangement 100 before being supplied to the
covariance estimator 132 in an operation S210.

The radio frequency signal from the interference source
200 may be received in the absence of any data and/or
control radio frequency signal intended for and terminating
at the receiver 100 in an operation S210.

At the covariance estimator 132, a covariance matrix
estimate based on the received radio frequency signal pro-
vided through the signal processing paths 180, and 180,
from the signal receiving antennas 105, and 105, to the
covariance estimator 132 is determined in an operation
S220. The covariance estimator 132 receives a plurality of
processed radio frequency signals each from one of the
signal processing paths 180, and 180,. The number of
processed radio frequency signals corresponds to the num-
ber of antennas 105, and 105,. .

At the noise estimator 135, a noise estimate N is deter-
mined assuming unbalanced channel frequency responses in
an operation S230. The unbalanced channel frequency
responses may be attributed to at least one of the differing
signal propagation paths 210, and 210, and/or differing
signal processing paths 180, and 180,.

In order to take account of the unbalanced channel
frequency responses associated with each of the processed
radio frequency signals supplied to the covariance estimator
132, solving the aforementioned polynomial equation being
function of the noise estimate N on the basis the elements ¢,
where j, k=1, 2, of the covariance matrix estimate C allows
for determining the noise estimate N. The polynomial equa-
tion has an order equal to the number n=2 of the antennas
105, and 105, with respect to the noise estimate N.

In particular, the polynomial equation for two antenna is
given as following:

(cu=Ry(ca-Ny=c 2621 P IP-Niey +¢20)+¢11Caom
€1262;=0.

The polynomial equation of second order is solvable
analytically for the noise estimate N by making following
calculation in an operation S235:

oo T-VTZ—4A
-
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-continued

A =cpien - cipca1, and

T=cy +cn.

The complexity of the calculation to determine the noise
estimate N for a receiver 100 with two antennas 105, and
105, may be reduced with respect to limiting cases. The flow
diagram schematically shown in FIG. 4 exemplifies an
operational flow for determining a noise estimate N for a
receiver with two antennas considering the limiting cases
where the interference signal I is significantly greater than
the noise N, i.e. I>>N, and the noise N significantly greater
than the interference signal I, i.e. N>>1.

In an operation S240, the noise estimator 135 may be
arranged to first calculate a quotient Q:

_cuca

C12€21

As shown above, Q=1<I>>N and Q>>1< N>>1.

In an operation S241, it is determined whether the
strength of the interference signal I is the dominant contri-
bution in the covariance matrix estimate C. It is determined
whether the quotient Q=1, e.g. by comparing the by com-
paring the absolute value of the difference Q-1 with a
predefined threshold Q. The predefined threshold Q, may
be application dependent on an application and use case. If
this is true, the noise estimate N is calculated in accordance
with following approximation in an operation S242:

=
&
~ b

In case the strength of the interference signal I is the
dominant contribution in the covariance matrix estimate C,
then it is determined whether the noise N is the dominant
contribution in the covariance matrix estimate C in an
operation S243. It is determined whether the quotient Q>>1,
e.g. by comparing the quotient Q with a predefined threshold
Q;. The predefined threshold Q, (Q,>>1) may be dependent
on an application and use case. If this is true, the noise
estimate N is calculated in accordance with following
approximation in an operation S244:

Femin{c, 55}

In case neither the strength of the interference signal I or
the noise is the dominant contribution in the covariance
matrix estimate C, the noise estimate N is calculated as
exemplified with respect to FIG. 4.

Please note that only additional operations with respect to
the determining of the noise estimate N by approximation
are described with reference to FIG. 5. The description with
reference to FIG. 4 applies likewise to the further operations
schematically illustrated in FIG. 5, which are not described
in detail in order to avoid unnecessary repetitions.

The above description sets forth the determination of a
noise estimate N on the basis of a radio frequency signal
received from the interference source 200 in the absence of
any data and/or control radio frequency signal intended for
and terminating at the receiver 100'. Referring now to FIG.
4, it will be understood that the aforementioned methodol-
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ogy is also applicable in case data and/or control radio
frequency signal intended for and terminating at the receiver
100 is received.

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a block diagram of a
receiver architecture 100" according to another example of
the present invention. The receiver architecture 100' com-
prises RF front end circuits 125, a signal cancellation block
170, an estimation block 130, a demodulator block 150, a
decoder 160 and a signal regenerator block 175.

It should be understood that the RF frontend processing
circuits 125 may comprise individual signal processing
paths for each antenna of the receiver architecture 100' as
above described with reference to FIG. 1. In particular, the
RF frontend processing circuits of the receiver architecture
100" should be understood to comprise inter alia front end
receiver circuits, analog-to-digital converters (ADCs), and
FFT blocks as set forth above with to FIG. 1.

The front end receiver circuits are each associated with
respective one of antennas 105, to 105, and may further
include one or more functional blocks for low-noise ampli-
fication, frequency down-conversion, analog filtering, and
the like. The RF signals outputted by the respective front end
receiver circuit may be digitized by a respective one of the
analog-to-digital converters (ADCs). The digitized RF sig-
nals outputted by the ADCs may be further signal processed
including e.g. baseband filtering by a respective digital filter
block (not shown) and cyclic prefix (CP) removing by a CP
removal bloc (not shown) and the like. The digitized RF
signals may be processed by the frequency transform block
of the respective one of the processing paths at determined
timing instances. The resulting sets of frequency domain
samples for all subcarriers may be stored in a buffer and
utilized by the estimation block 130 including inter alia a
channel estimation block 131 and a covariance matrix
estimation block 132 to produce channel estimates for the
sets of frequency domain signals.

The demodulator block 150 should be understood to
comprise a MIMO signal separation block, inverse fre-
quency transform blocks, demodulator blocks and a P/S
converter block as set forth above with reference to FIG. 1.
In particular, the MIMO signal separation block may output
one or more signals representing one or more sequences of
code words. The receiver 100' may provide an inverse Fast
Fourier transform (IFFT) block, and a demodulator block for
each sequence of code words in the signal outputted by the
MIMO signal separation block. The processing of the
sequences of code words may further comprise a deinter-
leaver block (not shown) to perform processing to deinter-
leave the bit sequence interleaved in the transmitter and an
error correction decoder block (not shown) to perform error
correction decoding processing to obtain the transmitted
information bit sequence. A P/S converter block performs
processing to arrange parallel processed sequences of code
words in series. The output of the P/S converter block is
delivered to an upper layer as information data. The receiver
100 includes a decoder block 160, which is configured to
receive from the P/S demodulator block 150 the sequences
of code words in series and decode the sequences of code
words into separate channels.

The receiver 100' shown in FIG. 4 according to an
example of the present application further includes a signal
regeneration block 175 and a signal cancellation block 170.
The signal regeneration block 175 is arranged to regenerate
a signal received by the antennas 105, to 105,,.

The signal to be regenerated by the signal regeneration
block 175 may contain data and/or control information,
which is unknown to the receiver 100" at time of reception.
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In order to regenerate the signal received by the antennas
105, to 105,, The decoder 160 provides a decoded signal to
the signal regeneration block 175 and the signal regeneration
block 175 regenerates the signal received by the antennas
105, to 105, on the basis of a decoded signal obtained from
the decoder 160 and channel condition information provided
by the estimation block 130, in particular channel response
estimate provided by the channel response estimation block.

The signal to be regenerated by the signal regeneration
block 175 may be known in advance or at time of reception
for instance because a predefined signal is expected to be
received. For instance a known signal may be a pilot signal
or a reference signal transmitted to the receiver 100' from a
counterpart transmitter. Hence, a decoded signal provided by
the decoder 160 is not required by the signal regeneration
block 175. The signal regeneration block 175 regenerates the
signal received by the antennas 105, to 105, on the basis of
a predefined signal corresponding to the signal received by
the antennas 105, to 105, and channel condition information
provided by the estimation block 130, in particular channel
response estimate provided by the channel response estima-
tion block.

On the basis of the regenerated signal outputted by the
signal regenerator block 175, the signal cancellation block
arranged with the RF frontend processing circuits 125 is
capable to cancel a signal intended for and terminating at the
receiver 100' from the signal processing at the estimation
block 130. It should be understood that the signal cancella-
tion block 170 may be arranged in particular with the
frequency domain processing of the RF signal. More par-
ticularly, the signal cancellation block 170 is arranged to
apply signal cancellation on the buffer, which stores sets of
frequency domain samples for all subcarriers outputted by
the FFT blocks of the RF frontend processing circuits 125.

Accordingly, the estimation block 130 and in particular
the covariance matrix estimation block 132 and the noise
estimation block 135 thereof may operate on sets of fre-
quency domain samples, from which a signal intended for
and terminating at the receive 100' has been eliminated.
Those skilled in the art understand from the above descrip-
tion that the methodology to determine a noise estimate
according to an example of the present invention is also
applicable in the presence of a data and/or control radio
frequency signal intended for and terminating at the receiver
100'. The data and/or control radio frequency signal intended
for and terminating at the receiver 100' are cancelled with
the help of the signal regeneration and cancellation blocks
175, 170 before determining a noise estimate by the noise
estimation block 135.

Those of skill in the art will readily recognize that
elements depicted in FIG. 4, such as the RF front end
processing circuits 125, filter blocks (not shown), CP
removal blocks (not shown), FFT blocks, inverse FFT
blocks, channel response, covariance matrix and noise esti-
mation blocks 130, 131, 132 and 153, the MIMO signal
separation block, demodulator blocks, the P/S converter
block 155, decoder block 160, the signal regenerator block
175 and the signal cancellation block 170 may be imple-
mented as analog or digital hardware circuits, as program-
mable logic coupled with appropriate firmware, or as soft-
ware modules executing one or more a general-purpose
processors or Digital Signal Processors (DSP). Furthermore,
any or all of the functional blocks may be merged, and/or
functionality included in one block may be separated into
two or more functional blocks.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a further flow diagram is
schematically illustrated exemplifying an operational flow
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for determining a noise estimation at a receiver with two
antennas, n=2, receiving unbalanced power. The flow dia-
gram of FIG. 6 exemplifies the operational flow for deter-
mining a noise estimation at a receiver with signal cancel-
lation capability such as the schematically illustrated
receiver of FIG. 5 described above.

A radio frequency signal is received at the two antennas
105, and 105, of the receiver 100' in an operation S210'. The
received radio frequency signal is a superposition of a radio
frequency signal transmitted by a transmitter and a radio
frequency signal from the interference source 200. The radio
frequency signal transmitted by a transmitter is intended for
the receiver 100" and carries data and/or control radio
frequency signal to be decoded at the receiver 100'. In
particular, the radio frequency signal from the interference
source 200 propagates over differing signal propagation
paths 210, and 210, to the respective antennas 105, and
105,. The received power of the radio frequency signal from
the interference source 200 is unbalanced at the antennas
105, and 105,,.

The received radio frequency signal is processed by the
receiver to decode the data and/or control radio frequency
signal transmitted from the transmitter. The processing of
the received radio frequency signal includes the operations
described above with reference to FIGS. 1 and 5.

The processing of the received radio frequency signal
may comprise low-noise amplifying, frequency down-con-
verting, and analog filtering in time domain, digitizing the
RF signal into digitizes RF signal formed of streams of
sample data. Baseband filtering and cyclic prefix (CP)
removing may be further applied to the sample data streams
before the sample data of the streams is transformed into
frequency domain. The resulting sets of frequency domain
samples for all subcarriers may be stored in a buffer and
utilized by the channel response estimation for determining
the channel response estimate estimating the channel con-
ditions experienced by the RF signal transmitted from the
transmitter to the receiver 100'. Signal separation and chan-
nel compensation is applied to the sets of frequency domain
samples, which are then inverse transformed back into time
domain. The time domain sample data are further demodu-
lated based on the modulation performed in the transmitter
and finally decoded to obtain the data and/or control radio
frequency signal originally transmitted by the transmitter to
the receiver 100'.

On the basis of the decoded data and/or control radio
frequency signal and the determined channel response esti-
mate, the radio frequency signal of the transmitter as
received by the receiver 100" is regenerated in an operation
S211'. In an operation S212', the regenerated signal is
cancelled from the stored sets of samples, which yields to
sets of samples representing a residual radio frequency
signal. The residual radio frequency signal omits the signal
contribution of the transmitter.

A covariance matrix is determined from the sets of
samples representing a residual radio frequency signal in an
operation S220'".

At the noise estimator 135, a noise estimate N is deter-
mined on the basis of the sets of samples representing the
residual radio frequency signal after signal cancellation in an
operation S230. The determination of the noise estimate N
is performed by taking into account unbalanced channel
frequency responses. The unbalanced channel frequency
responses may be attributed to at least one of the differing
signal propagation paths 210, and 210, and/or differing
signal processing paths 180, and 180,.
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The noise estimate N is obtained by making following
calculation in an operation S235:

PO R
= 5 ,
A =cpien —crzea1, and

T=cy+cn,

wherein c,, where j, k=1, 2, are the elements of the
covariance matrix estimate C determined on the basis of the
residual radio frequency signal after signal cancellation.

The above methodology for estimating the determining a
noise estimation at a receiver with two antennas, n=2,
receiving unbalanced power may be also applied to deter-
mine a noise estimation at a receiver with more than two
antennas, n>2.

Starting from a covariance matrix obtained from a radio
frequency signal received at the receiver in the absence of
any data and/or control radio frequency signal intended for
and terminating at the receiver 100, in an operation S220, or
from a residual radio frequency signal, from which the
signal contribution of a transmitter transmitting data and/or
control radio frequency signal intended for and terminating
at the receiver 100' is cancelled, in an operation S220', the
subset of covariance elements c; relating to a set of 2
antennas are used in an operation S226.

In case of n=3 antennas a first subset comprises the
covariance elements c; where j, k=1, 2 (relating to the
antennas identified by the indexes 1 and 2), a second set
comprises the covariance elements ¢, where j, k=1, 3
(relating to the antennas identified by the indexes 1 and 3),
and a third set comprises the covariance elements c,;, where
j» k=2, 3 (relating to the antennas identified by the indexes
2 and 3). In general, (n, 2)=n!/2(n-2)! sets of covariance
elements ¢, can be obtained from the covariance matrix in
case of n antennas.

For each subset of covariance elements relating to a set of
two antennas, an individual noise estimate Nm for each set of
two antennas is obtained in operations S230, S235 as
described above in an iteration S227. The iteration yields to
(n, 2)=n!/2(n-2)! individual noise estimates Nm, where

n!
R T

m=1
In case of n=3 antennas above, the iteration yields to

3!
2621 -

individual noise estimates Nm, where m=1, . .., 3.

In an operation S228, a noise estimate N is determined
from the n!/2 individual noise estimates N, for instance by
averaging

&R
s
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The present application may be applied in a base station,
NodeB or eNodeB that monitors the radio frequency trans-
mission conditions to for instance switch the link adaptation
and scheduling in an uplink communication. A base station
may be a station that communicates with the cellular devices
(user equipment, UEs) and may be likewise referred to as a
NodeB, eNodeB, an access point, etc.

Each base station may provide communication coverage
for a particular geographic area. In 3GPP, the term “cell” can
refer to a coverage area of a NodeB/eNodeB and/or an
NodeB/eNodeB subsystem serving this coverage area,
depending on the context in which the term is used. A base
station may provide communication coverage for a macro
cell, ametro cell, a nano cell, a pico cell, a femto cell, and/or
other types of cell. A macro cell may cover a relatively large
geographic area (e.g., several kilometers in radius) and may
for instance allow unrestricted access by UEs with service
subscription. A pico cell may cover a relatively small
geographic area and may for instance allow unrestricted
access by UEs with service subscription. A femto cell may
cover a relatively small geographic area (e.g., a home) and
may for instance allow restricted access by UEs having
association with the femto cell (e.g., UEs in a Closed
Subscriber Group (CSG), UEs for users in the home, etc.).
A base station for a macro cell may be referred to as a macro
base station. A base station for a pico cell may be referred
to as a pico base station. A base station for a femto cell may
be referred to as a femto base station or a home base station.
In general, the designations of the base station/cells/(e)
NodeBs indicate and relate to a measure of the coverage area
thereof and the number of simultaneously served UEs.

The estimator functionalities described above may be part
of a RX/TX (receive and transmit) process of the base
station. With reference to FIG. 8, a possible implementation
of a receiver arrangement 100 as part of an example base
station 300 is illustratively shown. In general, the base
station 300 is configured according to an example of the
present disclosure.

Signals received from antennas 310 are input to a trans-
ceiver 325, which comprises for instance a receiver section
320 and a transmitter section 330. The receiver section 320
may perform such common receiver functions as signal
amplification, frequency down conversion, filtering, channel
selection and the like. Analog to digital (ADC) conversion
of a received signal allows more complex communication
functions such as demodulation and decoding to be per-
formed in a digital signal processor (DSP) 350. In a similar
manner, signals to be transmitted are processed, including
modulation and encoding for example, by the DSP 350 and
input to transmitter section 330 for digital to analog (DAC)
conversion, frequency up conversion, filtering, amplification
and transmission over the cellular communication network
via the antennas 310. The DSP 350 not only processes
communication signals, but also provides for receiver and
transmitter control. For example, the gains applied to com-
munication signals in receiver 320 and transmitter 330 may
be adaptively controlled through automatic gain control
algorithms implemented in DSP 350.

In addition to a processor 360 (which may be referred to
as a central processor unit or CPU), the base station 300
might include network connectivity devices 370, a memory
375 including random access memory (RAM) and read only
memory (ROM), a secondary storage 376, and input/output
(I/0) devices. These components may communicate with
one another via one or more buses 365, switched intercon-
nects, fabrics, and/or any combination thereof. In some
cases, some of these components may not be present or may
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be combined in various combinations with one another or
with other components not shown. These components might
be located in a single physical entity or in more than one
physical entity. Any actions described herein as being taken
by the base station 300 might be taken by any one of the
components thereof, a combination of the components
thereof, the processor 360 alone or by the processor 350 in
conjunction with one or more components shown or not
shown in FIG. 11, such as a digital signal processor (DSP)
350. Although the DSP 350 is shown as a separate compo-
nent, the DSP 350 might be incorporated into the processor
360.

The central processor 360 and the digital signal processor
(DSP) 350 should be understood as processing units, which
execute instructions, codes, computer programs, or scripts
that it might access from the network connectivity devices
370, the input/output (1/0) devices, the memory 375 (e.g.
RAM and/or ROM) or secondary storage 376, which might
include various disk-based systems such as hard disk, floppy
disk, or optical disk or any other mass storage technology
based devices. While only one CPU 360 and/or DPS 350 is
shown, multiple processors or processing cores may be
present. Thus, while instructions may be discussed as being
executed by one or the processors, the instructions may be
executed simultaneously, serially, or otherwise by one or
multiple processors. The processor 360 may be implemented
as one or more CPU chips.

The network connectivity devices 370 may take the form
of modems, modem banks, Ethernet devices, universal serial
bus (USB) interface devices, serial interfaces, token ring
devices, fiber distributed data interface (FDDI) devices,
wireless local area network (WLAN) devices, radio trans-
ceiver devices such as code division multiple access
(CDMA) devices, global system for mobile communications
(GSM) radio transceiver devices, universal mobile telecom-
munications system (UMTS) radio transceiver devices, long
term evolution (LTE) radio transceiver devices, LTE-A (LTE
advanced) radio transceiver devices, worldwide interoper-
ability for microwave access (WiMAX) devices, and/or
other well-known devices for connecting to networks. These
network connectivity devices 370 may enable the processor
360 to communicate with the Internet or with one or more
telecommunications networks or other networks from which
the processor 360 might receive information or to which the
processor 360 might output information. The network con-
nectivity devices 370 might also include one or more
transceiver components capable of transmitting and/or
receiving data wirelessly.

The RAM might be used to store volatile data and perhaps
to store instructions that are executed by the processor 360.
The ROM is a non-volatile memory device that typically has
a smaller memory capacity than the memory capacity of the
secondary storage 376. ROM might be used to store instruc-
tions and perhaps data that are read during execution of the
instructions. Access to both RAM and ROM is typically
faster than to secondary storage 376, which may server as a
mass storage. The secondary storage 376 is typically com-
prised of one or more solid state drives, disk drives or tape
drives and might be used for non-volatile storage of data or
as an over-flow data storage device if RAM is not large
enough to hold all working data. Secondary storage 376 may
be used to store programs that are loaded into RAM when
such programs are selected for execution.

Further, one or more I/O devices 380 may include liquid
crystal displays (LCDs), touch screen displays, keyboards,
keypads, switches, mice, card readers, video monitors, or
other well-known input/output devices. The transceiver 325
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might be also considered to form a component of the I/O
devices 380 instead of or in addition to being a component
of the network connectivity devices 370.

As will be readily apparent to one skilled in the art, the
RX/TX process may configure the one or more processors
350, 360 to operate the transceiver 325 in a manner that
provides voice communication and data services over a
wireless radio frequency cellular communications network.
The estimator block process may configure the one or more
processors 350, 360 to operate the transceiver 325 to deter-
mine a noise estimate as described above with reference to
FIGS. 3, 4, 6 and/or 7. In particular, the estimator block
process is implemented on the basis of one or more software
components executable on the one or more processor(s) 360
and the digital signal processor (DSP) 350. More particu-
larly, the estimator block process is configured to make use
of accelerator components implemented in the base station
300 such as one or more fast Fourier transform components
being part of the digital signal processor (DSP) 350.

FIG. 9 exemplarily illustrates the resulting noise estimate
N when applying state of the art methodologies assuming
balanced received power conditions (balanced antennas,
balanced channel frequency responses) and the methodol-
ogy of the present application exemplified above with ref-
erence to FIG. 3, which makes provisions for unbalanced
received power conditions (received power unbalanced
antennas, unbalanced channel frequency responses). As
understood from the graph diagrams shown in FIG. 9, the
absolute error of the noise estimate N significantly increases
with increasing imbalance and the ratio I/N of interference
signal 1 with respect to the noise N.

FIG. 10 exemplarily illustrates the applicability of the
approximations as described above with reference to FIG. 4
for the aforementioned limiting cases.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented using any of a variety of
different technologies and techniques. For example, data,
instructions, commands, information, signals, bits, symbols,
and chips that may be referenced throughout the above
description may be represented by voltages, currents, elec-
tromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical
fields or particles, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
steps described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented as electronic hardware, computer software,
or combinations of both. To illustrate clearly this inter-
changeability of hardware and software, various illustrative
components, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation
decisions should not be interpreted as causing a departure
from the scope of the present disclosure.

The wvarious illustrative logical blocks, modules, and
circuits described in connection with the disclosure herein
may be implemented or performed with a general-purpose
processor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate
array (FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete
gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or
any combination thereof designed to perform the functions
described herein. A general-purpose processor may be a
microprocessor, but in the alternative, the processor may be
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any conventional processor, controller, microcontroller, or
state machine. A processor may also be implemented as a
combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP
core, or any other such configuration.

The steps of a method or algorithm described in connec-
tion with the disclosure herein may be embodied directly in
hardware, in a software module executed by a processor, or
in a combination of the two. A software module may reside
in RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM
memory, EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium
known in the art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled
to the processor such that the processor can read information
from, and write information to, the storage medium. In the
alternative, the storage medium may be integral to the
processor. The processor and the storage medium may reside
in an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In the
alternative, the processor and the storage medium may
reside as discrete components in a user terminal.

In one or more exemplary designs, the functions
described may be implemented in hardware, software, firm-
ware, or any combination thereof. If implemented in soft-
ware, the functions may be stored on or transmitted over as
one or more instructions or code on a computer-readable
medium. Computer-readable media includes both computer
storage media and communication media including any
medium that facilitates transfer of a computer program from
one place to another. A storage media may be any available
media that can be accessed by a general purpose or special
purpose computer. By way of example, and not limitation,
such computer-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium that can be used to carry or store desired program
code means in the form of instructions or data structures and
that can be accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose
computer, or a general-purpose or special-purpose proces-
sor. Also, any connection is properly termed a computer-
readable medium. For example, if the software is transmitted
from a website, server, or other remote source using a
coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, digital sub-
scriber line (DSL), or wireless technologies such as infrared,
radio, and microwave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic
cable, twisted pair, DSL, or wireless technologies such as
infrared, radio, and microwave are included in the definition
of medium. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes compact
disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc
(DVD), floppy disk and Blu-ray disc where disks usually
reproduce data magnetically, while discs reproduce data
optically with lasers. Combinations of the above should also
be included within the scope of computer-readable media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable any person skilled in the art to make or use the
disclosure. Various modifications to the disclosure will be
readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic
principles defined herein may be applied to other variations
without departing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure.
Thus, the disclosure is not intended to be limited to the
examples and designs described herein but is to be accorded
the widest scope consistent with the principles and novel
features disclosed herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of determining a noise estimate in case of
receiver power unbalanced antennas, said method compris-
ing:
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receiving radio frequency signal at least from an interfer-
ence source through a plurality of antennas over dif-
ferent propagation paths and processing paths;

determining a covariance matrix estimate based on the
received radio frequency signal; and

determining the noise estimate by calculating

oo T-VTZ—4A
-

wherein N is the noise estimate; and
A=C,1€55—C15C513
T=c,,+c,,; and
i, Where j, k=1, 2, are elements of the covariance
matrix estimate relating to two antennas of the
plurality of antennas.
2. The method according to claim 1,
wherein the received radio frequency signal only com-
prises a radio frequency signal transmitted from at least
one interference source in absence of an intended data
or control radio frequency signal.
3. The method according to claim 2, further comprising:
determining a quotient Q:

_ Cuicx

H
C12€21

performing at least one of
determining whether the quotient is approximately 1,
Q=1, which is indicative of the contribution of the
interference signal strength being significantly big-
ger than the contribution of the noise; and
determining whether the quotient is significantly bigger
than 1, Q>>1, which is indicative of the contribution
of the noise being significantly bigger than the
contribution of the interference signal strength.
4. The method according to claim 1,
wherein the received radio frequency signal comprises a
radio frequency signal transmitted from at least one
interference source and a radio frequency signal trans-
mitted from a transmitter, wherein the radio frequency
signal transmitted from the transmitter comprises at
least one of a data and a control radio frequency signal,
the method further comprising:
storing the received radio frequency signal;
regenerating a radio frequency signal representative of
the radio frequency signal transmitted from the trans-
mitter; and
cancelling the regenerated radio frequency signal from
the stored received radio frequency signal to obtain
a residual radio frequency signal,
wherein the covariance matrix estimate is determined
based on the residual radio frequency signal of the
received radio frequency signal.
5. The method according to claim 4,
wherein the radio frequency signal representative of the
radio frequency signal transmitted from the transmitter
is regenerated based on a channel response estimate.
6. The method according to claim 4, further comprising:
determining a quotient Q:

_cucn,
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performing at least one of
determining whether the quotient is approximately 1,
Q=1, which is indicative of the contribution of the
interference signal strength being significantly big-
ger than the contribution of the noise; and
determining whether the quotient is significantly bigger
than 1, Q>>1, which is indicative of the contribution
of the noise being significantly bigger than the
contribution of the interference signal strength.
7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
determining whether the contribution of the noise is
significantly bigger than the contribution of the inter-
ference signal strength; and
if this applies, determining the noise estimate by calcu-
lating

Nemin{c, ;,c5}-

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether the contribution of the interference
signal strength is significantly bigger than the contri-
bution of the noise; and

if this applies, determining the noise estimate by calcu-
lating

=
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9. A radio frequency receiver capable of determining a
noise estimate in case of received power unbalanced anten-
nas, the apparatus comprising:

a plurality of antennas for receiving a radio frequency
signal from an interference source over different propa-
gation paths and processing paths;

a covariance matrix estimator coupled through separate
processing paths to a respective one of the plurality of
antennas and arranged to determine an estimate of a
covariance matrix based on the received radio fre-
quency signal; and

wherein the noise estimator is further arranged to calcu-
late
PO C
T

wherein N is the noise estimate; and

A=Cy,C5p=C1565):

T=c,,+c,,; and

¢, are elements of the covariance matrix estimate.

10. The radio frequency receiver according to claim 9,

wherein the received radio frequency signal comprises a
radio frequency signal transmitted from at least one
interference source and a radio frequency signal trans-
mitted from a transmitter, wherein the radio frequency
signal transmitted from the transmitter comprises at
least one of a data and a control radio frequency signal
intended for being decoded at the receiver,

the radio frequency receiver further comprising:

a buffer arranged in the processing paths, coupled to the
covariance matrix estimator and provided to store the
received radio frequency signal;

a signal regenerator coupled to a decoder and arranged
to regenerate a radio frequency signal representative
of the radio frequency signal transmitted from the
transmitter; and
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a signal cancellator arranged to cancel the regenerated
radio frequency signal from the stored received radio
frequency signal to obtain a residual radio frequency
signal,

wherein the covariance matrix estimator is arranged to
determine the estimate of the covariance matrix based
on the residual radio frequency signal of the received
radio frequency signal.

11. The radio frequency receiver according to claim 10,

further comprising:

a channel response estimator coupled through separate
processing paths to a respective one of the plurality of
antennas and arranged to determine an estimate of a
channel response based on the received radio frequency
signal.

12. The radio frequency receiver according to claim 9,

wherein in case the contribution of the noise is signifi-
cantly bigger than the contribution of the interference
signal strength, the noise estimator is further arranged
to determine the noise estimate by calculating

Nemin{c,,,c}-

13. The receiver according to claim 12, wherein the noise
estimator is further arranged to determine a quotient Q:

_ Cucy,
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and arranged to perform at least one of

determining whether the quotient is approximately 1,
Q=1, which is indicative of the contribution of the
interference signal strength is significantly bigger than
the contribution of the noise, and

determining whether the quotient is significantly bigger
than 1, Q>>1, which is indicative of the contribution of
the noise is significantly bigger than the contribution of
the interference signal strength.

14. The radio frequency receiver according to claim 9,

wherein in case the contribution of the interference signal
strength is significantly bigger than the contribution of
the noise, the noise estimator is further arranged to
determine the noise estimate by calculating
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15. The receiver according to claim 14, wherein the noise
estimator is further arranged to determine a quotient Q:

_ Cucy,
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and arranged to perform at least one of

determining whether the quotient is approximately 1,
Q=1, which is indicative of the contribution of the
interference signal strength is significantly bigger than
the contribution of the noise, and

determining whether the quotient is significantly bigger
than 1, Q>>1, which is indicative of the contribution of
the noise is significantly bigger than the contribution of
the interference signal strength.

16. A non-transitory, tangible computer readable storage

medium bearing computer executable instructions for oper-
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ating a radio frequency receiver capable of determining a
noise estimate in case of unbalanced antennas, wherein the
instructions, when executing on one or more processing
devices, cause the one or more processing devices to per-
form a method comprising: 5
determining a covariance matrix estimate based on a radio
frequency signal received at least from an interference
source through a plurality of antennas over different
propagation paths and processing paths; and

determining a noise estimate by calculating 10
L T—-VT2-4A
Nee—o —,
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wherein N is the noise estimate; and
A=Cy1C55—C15C513
T=c,,+c,,; and
C;, Where j, k=1, 2, are elements of the covariance
matrix estimate relating to two antennas of the
plurality of antennas.
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